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Help plan the
future of
Darlington
Borough

How the Borough
should develop
and grow over
the next 15 years.

Environment
The draft strategy proposes protecting and
enhancing the Borough’s environment, including
historic buildings, conservation areas, greenery
and open space, and particularly where these
features are what helps make Darlington
distinctive. The revised draft strategy also
proposes actions to help reduce carbon
emissions, such as setting targets for renewable
energy generation, and tackling climate change. 

Getting around
The draft strategy seeks to improve transport
infrastructure in the Borough and aims to make
walking, cycling and using public transport safer
and more comfortable and convenient, as well as
tackling congestion. In the longer-term it looks at
promoting the Tees Valley Metro to improve links
between Darlington and the rest of the Tees
Valley. The Cross Town Route, which was
proposed in the Local Plan to link Faverdale with
the Darlington Eastern Transport Corridor, is no
longer identified as a proposal within the draft
strategy.
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An inclusive approach
If English is not your first language and you would like more
information about this document, or if you require information in
large print, Braille or on tape please contact the Policy Unit on 388017.

This document will be made available on request
in Braille, tape or large print.

Opportunities to get involved...
To find out more about the revised draft
strategy and to give your views, visit:

• One of the following events:
- Wednesday February 10, 3.30pm to 5pm

at Central Hall, Dolphin Centre
- Wednesday February 10, 5.30pm to 7pm

at Central Hall, Dolphin Centre
- Monday February 22, 6pm to 7.30pm

at YMCA, Middleton Street
-  Wednesday February 24, 6.30pm to 8pm

at Main Hall, Alderman Leach School
-  Thursday February 25, 6pm to 7.30pm

at St Andrew’s Church Hall, Haughton Village.
• The Council website, www.darlington.gov.uk/planningpolicy,

and look for the LDF Core Strategy; you can download a
comments form or use the on-line reply facility  

• Any library in the Borough or the Town Hall reception.

There will also be a Darlington Planning Forum on Thursday
February 18 at 4pm at the Town Hall, Darlington, at which the
draft plan will be addressed.

All views received will be considered in finalising the strategy.
For more information, please visit the Council website
at www.darlington.gov.uk/planningpolicy,
e-mail planning.policy@darlington.gov.uk,
telephone (01325) 388644, or visit us at one of the
consultation events above.

The closing date for comment is
Sunday 28th February 2010.

Talking
Together



The Council is seeking your views on
how the Borough should develop
and grow over the next 15 years.
A revised draft strategy has been drawn up. It sets out where and when the majority of new development
will take place over the next 15 years. This includes the provision of new housing, businesses, shops and
community services.

Before the strategy is finalised, we want to offer you one more opportunity to have your say on the future
of Darlington, and to comment on the revised draft strategy. 

The revised draft strategy has been prepared, taking account of comments made on the previous version,
and new information. It sets out a vision of what Darlington Borough will be like in 2026, seeking to ensure
that the Borough continues to have a thriving and modern town centre, with attractive and affordable
places to live, and more and better job opportunities.

Where will most new
development go?
The main locations where new development
is proposed are the town centre, the Town
Centre Fringe (an area immediately to the
east and north east of the town centre) and
Central Park. The Town Centre Fringe is an
area which can accommodate new housing
and employment development, as well as
the opportunity to create a Cultural
Quarter, enhancing the diverse range of
facilities in the area. There are also
opportunities for employment and housing
development beyond High Grange and
West Park, to the north west of Cockerton,
and the area beyond Red Hall and Lingfield
Point, to the east of Darlington.

Business and jobs
The revised draft strategy proposes to capitalise
on the Borough’s good road, rail and air links by
enhancing the range of land and premises
available for business and industry. The Faverdale
area and Durham Tees Valley Airport are
identified as strategic locations for general and
airport-related development, in addition to urban
areas like the town centre, Town Centre Fringe
and Central Park, which are suitable for offices. 

Meeting 
Housing needs
The revised draft strategy
proposes to provide housing
which meets the needs of the
Borough’s residents and those
looking to move to Darlington
to work. Measures proposed
include improving the existing
housing stock and providing
about 400 new homes a year.
Although sufficient land to
meet these targets is available in the short-term,
additional land will be required beyond 2016 in
an area identified for development on the north
west edge of Darlington and beyond 2021 to the
east of Darlington. The strategy also aims to
increase the supply of affordable homes and
those suitable for an ageing population.

Shops and services
The town centre will be the priority for new
shops. The draft strategy also proposes to
increase the range of uses within the town centre,
such as entertainment and offices, and proposes
that these be provided in the Town Centre Fringe
when there is not enough space in the town
centre. Shops and services which support the role
and function of local and service centres are also
encouraged. 
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