
  

Have your say 
in planning 
the future of 
Darlington 

THE Council wants your views on the way 
Darlington will develop and grow over the 
next 15 years. 

A draft plan has been drawn up, showing 
where, when and how all developments, 
including the use of land and the provision of 
shops and services will happen in the future. 

The plan works to ensure that Darlington will 
continue to have a thriving and modern town 
centre, attractive places to live and more and 
better job opportunities. 

Before the plan is finalised, we want your 
views on Darlington’s future. 

Darlington Borough Council October 2008 

Find out more 
There is not enough room here to outline all the policies 
and proposals that we want your views on, but you can 
find out more, and give your views, by visiting: 

• Cornmill Centre 10th November 

• Planning Forum 

• Ward Surgeries 

• Central Ward - Wednesday 5th November, 
Borough Road Nursery, 5.30pm - 6.45pm 

• Lingfield Ward - Wednesday 12th November, 
Eastbourne Sports Complex, 5.30pm - 7.00pm 

• Faverdale Ward - Tuesday 18th November, 
Alderman Leach Primary School, West Park, 
5.30pm - 7.00pm 

• www.darlington.gov.uk/planningpolicy 

• Any Darlington library 

• Town Hall reception 

All your views will be taken into consideration when we 
finalise the plan. 
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An inclusive approach 
If English is not your first language and you would like more information 
about this document, or if you require information in large print, Braille 
or on tape please contact the Policy Unit on 388017. 

This document will be made available 
on request in Braille, tape or large print. 

If you have any questions please contact the Planning 
and Environmental Policy team by e-mail 
planning.policy@darlington.gov.uk, by phone (01325) 388644, 
or visit us at one of the consultation events (details provided) 

Responses to the consultation can be provided on comments 
forms, available from the Town Hall or local libraries, or the 
Council's website. The form can also be completed online 
at www.darlington.gov.uk/planningpolicy. 

Completed forms and other comments should be sent to 
the Council's Strategy Manager: 

By post: Strategy Manager 
Chief Executive’s Department (Regeneration) 
FREEPOST nea2890 
Town Hall 
Darlington 
DL1 5QT 

By e-mail: planning.policy@darlington.gov.uk 

THE CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT 
OF COMMENTS IS 5PM, FRIDAY 
5TH DECEMBER 2008. 
For more information on the LDF Core Strategy and how 
to make comments on it, please consult the Council’s 
website, www.darlington.gov.uk/planningpolicy 

Produced by Xentrall Design & Print 
Xentrall is a public/public partnership delivering services on behalf of 
Stockton-on-Tees Borough Council and Darlington Borough Council 



Some of the main issues looked at in the plan include: 

New jobs 
The Borough’s good road, rail and air links mean that it 
will continue to be an attractive place to do business. New 
premises for industry and business are planned at 
Faverdale and Durham Tees Valley Airport, and as part of 
work at Central Park and Feethams. The area around the 
A68/A1(M interchange) is also suitable for a visitor 
attraction for tourists to the North–East from the South. 

New housing 
The slowdown in the housing market won’t last forever, so 
we are planning for around 500 new homes to be built 
every year from 2010 until 2016. This will allow residents 
to continue to live in Darlington throughout their lives as 
well as providing homes for the increasing number of 
people coming to work here. 

New housing will be built as part of mixed developments 
in the town centre, between the ring road and the railway 
to the east and north, at Central Park and the Lingfield 
area. Brownfield sites, such as former schools, will also be 
developed for new housing. No significant development is 
planned for the Borough’s villages; only development that 
supports village life is envisaged there. 

The draft plan aims to increase the supply of affordable 
housing, and ensure that as the population gets older, 
there is suitable housing available for everyone. 

Shops and services 
We want to make sure that Darlington town centre continues 
to be popular with shoppers. To achieve this we will need new 
shops in areas like Commercial Street and Feethams. No new 
shopping developments will be needed outside the town 
centre before 2016, except for small shops in areas where 
there are currently no facilities. 

The plan also includes a policy to encourage more 
community use of school buildings and playing fields. 

Looking after our environment 
The draft plan promotes the protection and enhancement of 
our local environment, including historic buildings, conservation 
areas, greenery and open space. It also aims to reduce things 
like air and water pollution, contaminated land and flooding 
which can pose a risk to people’s health and safety. 

Helping people live healthy lives 
We understand how important green spaces are in making 
Darlington a nicer place to live and work in and visit. As 
well as preserving these spaces, the plan looks at 
promoting walking and cycling as alternative ways to travel 
and ensures everyone has access to food shops, jobs and 
decent and suitable housing. 

Getting around 
The draft plan looks to make walking, cycling and using 
public transport in Darlington safer, more convenient, and 
more comfortable. The plan also looks at how traffic can be 
managed to reduce congestion. In the longer term, the plan 
looks at promoting a Tees Valley Metro to improve links 
between Darlington and the rest of Tees Valley. 

New developments 
As part of our commitment to reducing the Borough’s 
carbon dioxide emissions, new developments will have to 
be designed to minimise the energy and resources needed 
to build, use and maintain them. New developments will 
also have to help people feel safe and be built with respect 
for the Borough’s distinctive historic character. 


